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MINUTES 

Newaygo City Planning Commission 

February 5, 2026 
 

CALL TO ORDER 

Vice-Chairman Fedell called the meeting to order at 6:30pm at City Hall located at 28 N. State Road, 

Newaygo, MI 49337. 

  

Roll Call:   Present:  DeVries, Fedell, Francis, Wight, Williams 

                 Absent:            Faulkner 

Also Present:  Jon Schneider: City Manager, Kim Goodin: Recording Secretary, 

 Amy Dalman: City Code Enforcement Officer 

 

 

Motion by Wight, second by Williams to excuse absent members.  AIF/MC 

 

Motion by DeVries, second by Williams to approve the agenda as presented.  AIF/MC 

 

Motion by Wight, second by DeVries to appoint Luke Francis as Planning Commission Chair and reappoint 

Fedell as Planning Commission Vice-Chair and Williams as Planning Commission Secretary.  

AIF/MC 

 

Chairman Francis assumed the role of Chair for the remainder of the meeting. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

No public comments. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Motion by Fedell, second by Wight to approve 09/04/2025 meeting minutes.  AIF/MC   

 

BOARD BUSINESS 

Motion by Fedell, second by DeVries to approve Resolution P2026-01 setting the regular meeting dates of 

the Planning Commission for the 2026 calendar year.  AIF/MC 

Julie Vitale, Executive Director from Hope 101 Ministry presented a proposal for transitional housing to 

potentially be located on the property behind the UCC Church at 432 E. Quarterline Rd, which is 

currently owned by the Church.  She explained how their program works and discussed the 

collaboration between Hope 101, Newaygo County Regional Educational Service Agency (NCRESA) 

and the Fremont Area Community Foundation (FACF). Vitale stated that NCRESA will cover all the 

material costs and the students would provide all construction labor at no charge. She said that the 

units would initially not meet current square footage requirements until the second year of construction 

as two units would be built the first year and two units would be built the second year.  She said that 

the units are designed to be built off-site at the school and transported to the property.  Vitale said that 

Hope 101 is seeking feedback from the Planning Commission on this phased approach before investing 

further funds into site specific investigative work.  Vitale answered board questions stating that the 

units would be placed on either a crawl space or basement, property ownership had not been decided 

yet and site access via 2
nd

 Street would require road improvements and water and sewer extensions.  

Schneider displayed a map of the property and said that the parcel is already zoned for multi-family 



 

MINUTES:  02/05/2026 

Page 2 of 2 

housing and does not require rezoning. Schneider said that a performance bond would be necessary to 

ensure project completion and formal site plans would need to be submitted for future approval.  

Consensus of the Board was that it was a good program and Vitale and her group should proceed to the 

next phase of planning. 

Schneider gave project updates on: the Powerhouse Building, the Pocket Park, the new Apartments being 

built behind Leppinks and J&H Gas Station.  He said that a project update sheet was included in the 

packets with additional information. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

No public comments. 

 

BOARD COMMENTS 

No board comments. 

 

Motion by Wight, second by DeVries to adjourn the meeting at 7:25 pm. AIF/MC 

 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Secretary-Sandy Williams    


