RESOLUTION 18-05

Council Member \’L’)( Kﬁdf/ , seconded by Council Member Qﬁﬂ mn&’k,,

moved to adopt the following resolution:

RESOLUTION TO IMPROVE WALKABILITY AND
MOBILITY IN THE CITY OF NEWAYGO

WHEREAS, much has been accomplished over the last several years to improve the
City of Newaygo, including improvements to the water system, sewer system, parks,
streets, sidewalks, cemetery, and downtown parking lots and streetscape. And, during
the same time period, many new businesses have been built adding value and jobs to
the community; and

WHEREAS, the City of Newaygo has contracted Subject Matter Experts to provide
exposure to contemporary adaptations of public roadways and pathways, including the
provision of bike lanes, buffer zones, roundabouts, and the adjustment of traffic lane
widths in various parts of the City; and

WHEREAS, to this end, the City of Newaygo seeks to work proactively with all
necessary State Agencies and their representatives, including the Michigan Department
of Transportation (MDOT) to allow such improvements to occur concurrently with
MDOT and City plans to upgrade State Road (aka M37) now scheduled for 2020-2021;
and

WHEREAS, to this end, the City of Newaygo seeks to work proactively with all
necessary State Agencies and their representatives, including the Michigan
Department of Transportation (MDOT) to allow such improvements to occur
concurrently with MDOT and City plans to upgrade State Road (aka M37) now
scheduled for 2020-2021; and
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NOW THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED, that the Newaygo City Council
hereby supports the attached projects and additional work that may be necessary to
support the projects, and allows the Newaygo City Manger and chairman of NEDO to
further engage, as necessary, additional Subject Matter Experts, representatives from
MDOT and other Parties as needed to achieve these goals as outlined herein, subject
to budget appropriations and purchase policies:

Yeas: 7 Nays: @ Abstain: ﬁ Absent: Q

Resolution adopted by Newaygo City Council at a regular meeting on February 12,
2018.
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Ed Fedell — Mayor




Exhibit A to Resolution NO. 18-05

This Exhibit A to Resolution No. 18-XX outlines in greater detail the 5+ projects to be
undertaken in the City of Newaygo, which include:

Project #1 State Road M37 / State Road Downtown: Reduce lane width and increasing parking.

Right-sizing the driving lanes to 10 feet allows for the missing curb parking to be
reinstated (below), in 9-foot lanes. A standard parking lane is 8 feet wide, so there is a bit
of extra roadway available here. Using it to widen the parking lanes rather than the
driving lanes will help to keep vehicle speeds in check. This change should add about 40
new spaces to downtown.

[ STATE ROAD DOWNTOWN PROPOSED
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Project #2 Roundabout at intersection of State Road M37/M82 /Croton Hardy Drive

One of the most dangerous intersections in Newaygo is just north of the river, where
State Road is crossed by Croton Drive. From the north and from the east, both streets
approach the intersection heading downhill—Croton Drive quite precipitously—and
winter conditions can lead 1o bad accidents. Moreover, many drivers, secing the green
light, barrel south for the bridge at high speed, and carry that speed into and through the
heart of downtown. In its current form, this intersection does litde 1o alert drivers that
they are entering a main-street area where they are going to be motoring in the presence
ol pedestrians and cyclists. Local residents expressed a desire that this intersection be
reconfigured in a way that would help to lessen some of these problems.

Although not inexpensive, the obvious solution would seem to be a roundabout. Road
reconstruction could be limited to the area immediately surrounding the corner (shown in
green above), with the rest accomplished through road striping.  Because roundabouts
handle so much traflic, a single-lane roundabout—which would fit entirely within the
current paved intersection—would meet the streets’ ravel demands while reducing
collision rates at the intersection and announcing to drivers their entry into slower-speed
downtown Newaygo. Such a roundabout should have street trees surrounding its center.



Project #3 Establishment of an extended bike trail and river crossing,

Creating a proper cycling plan takes time, study, and input from members of the cycling
community. In my limited time in Newaygo, I made an attempt to begin such an effort,

which should be continued. This first proposal is shown below.
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This proposal grows {rom the following features:

*  The existing bike/ped trail on the south side of the Muskegon River, which should

be extended as far as possible in both directions.

-continued-




*  The opportunity for placing bike lanes in Barton Street, as discussed above.

*  The availability of State Street and Wood Sureet, both parallel 1o State Road, as
attractive low-traflic corridors poised 1o be designated as cyele routes. These should
receive appropriate signage and sharrows marked in the roadway. John Street
should play the same role.

*  The opportunity for creating a ped/bike bridge across the Muskegon River by
Henning Park. Such a bridge should be lightweight, low cost, and about six feet
wide, to allow two cyelists to pass, It could also serve as a finish line for the canoe
and kayak championships that end at the park.

An example of a lishtweipht pedestrian bridoe (in Alaska).

*  Ashort hillside segment of Quarterline Street, which unfortunately seems necessary
to connect the east side of town, This dangerous segment should be prominently
marked with sharrows and “Yield to Cyclisis” signs.

On the west side of town, the cycling network is met with a challenge: only State Road
eflectively conneets the upper and lower parts of town. In this location, we should learn
from State Road’s recent reconfiguration, in which the repurposing of a through-lane
ended the annual loss of life from car crashes. 11 there is going to be an effective bicycle
facility through this area, it will require the repurposing of another lane in this street

Project 4: Revisioning the Industrial Park









