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 Safe Streets

 Easy Access

 Housing Choices

 Gathering Places

 City Services

 Special Character

WHAT MAKES A GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD?
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HOUSING FOR CHANGING DEMOGRAPHICS

 Plan for housing types to support a variety of age groups and 
family types

 As residents age, can their family home still meet their physical 
needs?

 Can young adults who grew up in Newaygo afford to live here?
 Can Newaygo provide lifelong living options?

Can attached housing types be 
integrated into neighborhoods?

AGING BABY BOOMERS + MILLENNIALS

Trend: Renting as a choice, not a necessity
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NEIGHBORHOOD CHARACTER

 Sidewalks
 Street trees
 Public gathering places (i.e. parks, plazas, sidewalks, and shops)
 Home orientation and designs that encourage interaction 
— Porches
— Reduced emphasis on garage

Trend: Smaller lot homes and “traditional neighborhood design”
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VERA WILSIE SCHOOL SITE

 Cottage homes with shared common green

 New housing will have less traffic, less 
intensity than school

 Views to the river and natural features and 
topography
— Higher price point attached housing

 Opportunity for new housing stock to 
reinvigorate the neighborhood
— Meet goals of Housing Task Force to 

integrate more housing types throughout 
the city

OPPORTUNITIES CHALLENGES

 Preservation of community-built playground

 Triangular configuration
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WHAT’S IN THE NEW MASTER PLAN FOR VERA WILSIE?

 Meets community housing needs and 
vision with multiple housing options

 Critical mass for 
homebuilder/developer

 Maximizes impact on neighborhood to 
spur further improvements

 Cottage style home appeals to empty 
nesters, young families, and singles

 Fewer auto trips than school
— AM/PM Peak hour combined trips:
 School: 311
 This Plan: 116
Source: ITE Trip Generation 

6

FULL BUILDOUT PLUS PRESERVATION OF SOME OF THE PLAYGROUND
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10 Townhouses
28 Cottage Homes
48 Apartments



PARK ONLY OPTION

 New neighborhood asset
 Added maintenance
 Lack of tax revenue
 Cost of improvements
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HYBRID APPROACH

 Preserve both playgrounds
 Townhouses, cottage homes, 

traditional single family
 Fewer auto trips than school
— AM/PM Peak hour combined 

trips:
 School: 311
 This Plan: 38
Source: ITE Trip Generation 
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PARTIAL BUILD OUT

8 Townhouses
13 Cottage Homes
3 Single-Family Homes


